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LNF Travel Analysis (June 2008) identified these road sections as connectors for
recreational off-highway vehicle (OHV) loop opportunities on the adjacent
maintenance level two road network, of which a portion is currently managed as

open to non-highway-legal vehicle use.




Study Segment road data from the forest transportation atlas:

Segment 1: Beginning Mile Post: 0.50 Ending Mile Post: 1.00

{ ll\lm7?‘{'i e \. mfaly]
Traffic Service Level: (1A []B c D

Objective Maintenance Level: [] 1 [] 2 3[]4[]s

Operational Maintenance Level: [ ] 1 [] 2 3[]141[]5

Segment 2: Beginning Mile Post: 1.50 Ending Mile Post: 2.50
32N74 to UNE636

Traffic Service Level: [JA []B c [D
Objective Maintenance Level: [ 1 [] 2 3[]14[]5s

Operational Maintenance Level: [ 11 [J2 X 3 []4 []5

Maintenance by: Forest Service (FS)

Non-Forest Service ROW or jurisdiction? [ ] Yes [X] No

Any road use agreements, maintenance agreements, or other encumbrances?

[] Yes No

Description of agreements or encumbrances:

No agreements are documented.

Subject to Highway Safety Act? Yes [] No

Non-highway-legal vehicles currently permitted? [ ] Yes [X] No



. Would motorized mixed use be consistent with State and local laws? [] Yes
Xl No

Description of inconsistency with State and local law:

According to California Vehicle Code section 38026, Designating Highways:
Combined Use, off-highway operators on a Combined Use highway must be in
possession of a valid driver’s license.

Based on the Faorest Service purpose and need of allowing all motor vehicles on
this segment, designation for motorized mixed use would involve the preemption
of state law if the road is to remain a highway.

Description of road management objectives (RMOs), existing use, and proposed
use:

The road currently encourages use as an objective and operational ML3 local
collector road and functions as ingress/egress access for the Antelope Mountain
Fire Lookout, commodity extraction/forest management for Antelope Mountain.

Road 32N73 provides access from 33N02/ML3-4 for a short distance of
approximately two and a half miles from the forest through-road, south and

‘ easterly around Antelope Mountain toe of slope and then up the southern flank of
Antelope Mountain. Speeds are approximately 15-20 mph with a travel way

consisting of primarily red volcanic cinder aggregate and some areas of exposed
base-rock.

Most of the year it is currently managed as open only to highway legal traffic. The
road is considered a highway by the forest service and is managed in accord with
the Highway Safety Act.

The proposed use for this segment of 32N73/ML3 identified in this analysis is to
authorize motorized mixed vehicle class use. The proposal is to utilize the ML3
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Safety Act. The road is therefore subject to the provisions of the California

| . currently manages this road as a highway, in accordance with the Highway ‘
L higle Code (GVC) for highwavs.
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. Factors Considered:
1. Operator considerations:
1 o Based on engmeenng judgment and expenence/observatlon on other ‘
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2. Crash history:

At the time of this analysis, there are no records of vehicle crashes on this road.

3. Traffic volume and type:

Non-highway-legal vehicles:
[ ] <12inchtread width [ ] <50 inch tread width [ ] >50 inch tread width

Highway-legal vehicles:
[] <12inch tread width [ ] < 50 inch tread width >50 inch. tread width

X Passenger cars [_] Commercial vehicles [ | Recreation vehicles (RV’s)

Vehicle distribution from a 1-hour observation July 29, 2008.

4. Speed - Anticipated average speed (85" percentile):

The speed greatly varies, depending on the roadway conditions. The 85th
percentile would be estimated at: 15 mph.

5. Road surface type:

The road has a predominance of red volcanic cinder aggregate surfacing, minor




6. Intersections with other roads and trails:

?

L The segment intersects with the following forest roads.
|+ 32N02/ML3-4

% e UNE637A Unauthorized Route
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. visitor demands, and resource protection measures.

In addition, these mitigation measures would apply to the following alternatives.
Althouah the followina alternatives are not comprehensive for the situation, they
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Maps & Photos:
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associated risks, for operating/transporting both highway-legal vehicles (motor
. vehicles, including the operators, that are licensed or certified for general
operation on public roads within the State) and non-highway-legal vehicles
(motor venhicles, including the operators, that are not licensed or certified for
general operation on public roads within the State) on 33N02, from the

intersection of 33N11 to 33N04YB for Segment 1, and from 33N81 to 34NO1 for
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as connectors for recreational off-highway vehicle (OHV) loop opportunities on
the adjacent maintenance level two road network, of which a portion is currently

managed as open to non-highway-legal vehicle use.






. Would motorized mixed use be consistent with State and local laws? [ ] Yes
X No

Description of inconsistency with State and local law:

According to California Vehicle Code section 38026, Designating Highways:
Combined Use, off-highway operators on a Combined Use highway must be in
possession of a valid driver’s license.

Based on the Forest Service puIDose gnd need of allowina all motor vehicles on
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. Factors Considered:

1. Operator considerations:

e Based on engineering judgment and experience/observation on other
national forest management units, the LNF has an above average
standard of road. The Lassen is not “typical” in it's road system’s
adherence to maintenance levels. This road is an objective ML3 as it
provides fire lookout tower access which necessitates a high level
ingress/egress emergency access road.

e Topologically, the unit is semi-mountainous, fairly dry, and sandwiched
between the Pacific Southwest Research Station’s research forest, Black's
Mountain Experimental Forest and the State of California Game Refuge to
the west, and the forest rangeland of the Harvey Valley area to the east.
The operational level of this road is classified as a 3+. The road has a
management objective of maintenance level 3 to provide for all-weather
(during fire season May to October) fire staffing access and fire vehicle
emergency access. The objective of the road is to provide access for
emergency fire detectlon and suppressnon response, wildlife management
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visitor demands, and resource protection measures.

In addition, these mitigation measures would apply to the following alternatives.
Although the following alternatives are not comprehensive for the situation, they
represent the most likely and/or practical options based on engineering
judgment.

Alternative 1: Designate the road segments as “open to highway-legal vehicles
only”. Manage the road in accordance with maintenance level 3 standards.

e Maintain all roadway signing to MUTCD standards.

o Consider designing new trails, a new trailhead, and/or a new camping
area to provide better opportunities for non-highway-legal motor vehicle
traffic to access the area and the adjacent maintenance level 2 roads.

e Approximate Implementation Cost: $ 0
¢ Expected risk:
Crash probability: [ ] High [ ] Med [X Low

Crash severity: [ ] High [ ] Med X Low

Alternative 2: Designate the road segment as “open to all motor vehicles”,
including highway-legal and non-highway-legal vehicles.

e Recognize that this situation would involve different allowed uses and
would complicate communication and enforcement.

¢ Improve education and enforcement communication to explain the
complexities of various allowed uses on the road.

¢ Install appropriate signs of a type approved by the Department of
Transportation on and along the highway to identify and communicate the
potential hazards related to motorized mixed use.

¢ Notify the Comrnissioner of the California Highway Patrol and review their
opinion.

¢ Apnroximate Imnlemeantatinn.Cast § 3500




Final Comments:

Signing on national forest system roads should conform to the standards
presented in the FS sign and poster guidelines (available @
http:/fsweb.wo.fs.fed.us/eng/roads trails/signs 05/index.htm).

In addition, roads managed under the highway safety act, including the study
segments here, must comply with the standards in the MUTCD (available @
http://mutcd.thwa.dot.gov/).

According to the Sign and Poster Guidelines for the Forest Service (2005):

The following priorities are to be used to minimize the potential conflicts of
mixed use:

o Provide separate facilities.

o Separate use periods. Roads may be designated for separate use
periods such as season, weekday/weekend, or day/night. Notify the
public of the locations, effective dates, times, and duration that the
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